GOESCH1 COVID 19

Covid-19 Safe Working Principles for Home to School
Transport Services
At Greys of Ely we are committed to proactively reducing the spread of any disease and
maintain the health of our staff and passengers. As such please ensure you follow this guide
to help maintain the hygiene levels we currently have in place to reduce the spread of any
disease.
This document sets out our safe working principles following advice and guidelines from
government and professional sources in relation to Home to School transport services we
operate.
We want to ensure that, whilst the risk of catching Covid-19 is always present, the
mitigation measures we are taking are properly risk assessed to reduce the risks associated
with travelling on our vehicles. It is very important that we keep our staff and passengers
safe. This document details what measures we are taking and as more advice on travel
emerges, we will update our risk assessments and policies accordingly.
The transmission of Coronavirus is primarily through people touching surfaces
contaminated by the virus and then transferring that contamination to their mouth, eyes or
nose. There is also a possibility of breathing in droplets expelled by another person when in
close face to face contact.
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Seating arrangements
•
•
•

A proportion of seats will be marked so that they cannot be used. Available seats are
generally near the window and follow the social distance guidance at the time
Students should only use available seats and must remain there for the duration of the
journey
High backed seats avoid face to face contact. Any seats facing each other will be marked out
of use.
With this in mind, students are asked to sit facing forward and not turn around to their
friends behind.

Boarding and alighting
•

•
•

Students should board from the rear of the coach first. This is straightforward on the
morning journey. On the afternoon journey, whilst maintaining social distance, children
from the last stop should board the coach first, again filling from the rear When alighting,
students at the front should get off first
Following these principles will prevent the usual rush to get off, or queuing in the aisle,
minimising the time spent near or passing each other
Drivers should get off the coach, standing at the front corner of the vehicle but two meters
away, to allow children to alight at school in the morning and board again in the afternoon.
Drivers do not need to get off the coach when picking up or dropping off. This will minimise
the contact between the driver and students

During the journey
Students must not:
•
•
•
•
•

move seats between stops
eat or drink whilst on the coach
leave litter or personal belongings on the coach
put their bags on the seats
turn around to face their friends behind, but instead sit facing forward
Where possible we will aim to keep roof vents open to encourage fresh air
circulation. In very hot weather if air conditioning is required, we will switch this to
fresh air circulation. This practice avoids circulating the air inside the coach.

How do I protect myself?
•

Always follow the official government guidelines, currently there is no
guidance from HSE or .GOV as to the use of either facemasks or gloves for
our sector. Therefor the following is best practise.
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Symptoms
•
•

•

Students with symptoms must not be allowed to travel. Follow the appropriate selfisolation guidelines (see Appendix 1)
If a student informs a driver of symptoms during the journey then drivers should
phone the office for further guidance. Students who abuse this will banned from
travel
Drivers with symptoms will not be allowed to come to work and must follow the
same guidelines

Cleaning
•
•
•
•

Sanitising high contact areas such as handrails, seatbelts, arm rests, bell pushes and ticket
machines takes place after each use
Vehicles are thoroughly cleaned after use
A fogging solution is used after thorough cleaning
Any vehicles driven by a driver with suspected symptoms are taken out of use, fully cleaned
and sanitised

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
At the moment, we are not insisting on students or drivers wearing face masks or
coverings. The current guidance is that face masks do not need to be worn outside of
a healthcare setting, although this might become a mitigation factor in the future,
depending on professional advice.
The driver and passengers must observe the following:
•
•
•
•
•

use hand sanitiser and/ or practice good hand hygiene
follow social distancing rules where possible on the vehicle and at bus stops
ensure cleaning practices are adhered to
masks, aprons and gloves are available for staff if required
be patient and courteous so that all pupils feel safe and relaxed with new
arrangements
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Appendix 1
Government guidance used for this document
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectingextremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on- shielding-and-protectingextremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-193
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/884370/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-transport- guidance-for-operators.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-andaway-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and- away-from-others
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-facecovering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-athome-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus- covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
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